
Travel Report to NAS – WCA 2026 Seoul Korea 

World Conference of Audiology, May 24-26 2026, Seoul, South Korea 

 

Rikki Kyle Kotyk Yahiro, MD enrolled as presenter of: «The CONtroll of VENtilation TUbes 
(ConVenTu): a randomized clinical non-inferiority trial comparing otolaryngology 
surveillance to observation in general practice. Audiological results and complication 
data.» 

 

Preparation and Accommodation: 
No VISA necessary due to citizenship. ETA waived for all of 2026 for select countries. 
Accommodation at Hotel Peyto Samseong which was suggested by the hosting 
organization and was within walking distance of Coex conference center. Travel from hotel 
to conference facilities on foot. 
 

Course of the conference visit:  
The conference opened with a session on AI and new technologies including a presentation 
by CAN. Focus on emerging technologies and their potential, while also addressing ethical 
ramifications for their use. My presentation was at the subsequent session on public 
health. Several interesting presentations here on managing health care resources. The 
program was very tight and didn’t allow a lot of space between sessions. I attended a 
variety of sessions including those with a focus on tinnitus, hyperacusis, pediatric 
audiology and bone-conducted hearing aids. 
 

Day two began with a session on audiology and audiological neuroscience. A scientifically 
heavy session including animal models and the neurophysiology of hearing, with an 
attempt to bridge the gap to clinical relevance. Afterwards a session on the measurement 
of tinnitus with a focus on PROMs, psychometry and consensus building. Another session 
concerning the use of AI and VR both in education and practice. Here virtual personas were 
used in the training of future audiologists, VR used for the fine tuning of hearing aids and 
machine learning in the assessment of otoscopy in telemedicine. 
 

On the third day I focused on vestibular disorders. Presentations included some from the 
Geneva-Maastricht team on development of their vestibular implant and an interesting 
lecture on tele-nystagmography. In the second session the focus was on pediatric testing, 
tips and tricks and local routines.  
 

Return on Investment: 
Dissemination of findings within the audiological community. A wide array of people were 
present from not only the Asia Pacific region but also North America and, to a lesser extent, 
Europe. Over the course of this conference, I have met several interesting contacts who 
may be open to joint work in the future. Efforts will be made to maintain contact for future 
collaboration. I hope that this will help continue to build and maintain the reputation of 
audiological research from the Nordic lands to those abroad.  
 



Resource management is a growing theme in audiology, additionally leveraging technology 
with app based, net based and AI assisted tools in diagnostics and disease management. 
Our study’s focus on sustainability was highly relevant and fit well amongst the other 
presentations. 
 


